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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic fundamental state of
tobacco farmers in Wang Tong Sub-District, Si Samrong District, Sukhothai Province; (2) their tobacco
production condition; (3) their problems and suggestions on tobacco production; and (4) their agricultural
extension needs of tobacco production. The population in this study was 911 tobacco farmers in
Wang Tong Sub-District, Si Samrong District, Sukhothai Province in the production year 2014/2015.
167 samples were selected by using simple random sampling methodology. The data were
collected by interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology used to analyze the
data were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard
deviation.The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were male
with average age at 49.86 years. Most of them were educated at primary level. Their average
number of household member was 3.31 persons. The average period of their experience of
cultivating tobacco was 27.26 years. All of them used to participate in meetings and training
courses on tobacco cultivation, and kept in contact with agricultural extension officials. Their
average number of household labor was 2.51 persons. Their average occupied area was 10.98 rai,
while their average area used to cultivate tobacco was 7.18 rai. Their average cost of tobacco
production was 23,454.77 baht, while their average income deriving from tobacco production was
17,511.77 baht/rai. They mostly took out loans from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives to be their capital. (2) considering their condition of tobacco production, it was
found that most of them practiced in various issues, these were tobacco cultivation plot raising,
plowing the ground, eliminating weeds before applying fertilizer, harvesting tobacco at suitable
stage, preventing foreign matter in the surroundings of barn in which their tobacco was kept in
order to make it matured, and grading their tobacco before bunching up and packaging it. (3) the
studied farmers faced problems with the spread of plant diseases and pests. And (4) considering
their agricultural extension needs of tobacco production, It was found that they needed
knowledge of tobacco tribes, tobacco seedling preparation, soil preparation, tobacco cultivation,
tobacco raising, and tobacco storing at the highest level. In the aspect of agricultural extension
channels, they needed the officials of both private and government sectors, manuals, and
brochures at the highest level. And in the aspect of agricultural extension methods, they needed

advice, training courses, field studies, and demonstration at the highest level.

Keywords: Tobacco production, Agricultural extension needs, Sukhothai Province
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